Nautilus (YEARBOOK) Application for the 2011-2012 School Year

Dear Student:

Thank you for expressing an interest in joining the yearbook staff.  The Nautilus staff is excited about next year's publication and is looking forward to working with new staff.  Finding dedicated, responsible and enthusiastic people to join the staff is our top priority.

Yearbook is like no other class you have taken.  There are no tests (aside from final exams), yet you may work harder in this class than you ever have before.  Class time is spent in hands-on types of activities, such as reporting, layout design, writing, and working with computer software.  There is a lot of work to be done on this publication, and it is imperative that you put forth a conscientious, cooperative attitude.  We encourage you to pursue this class and are ready to work hard with you toward creating a quality publication. 

Due to the nature of the yearbook (a highly-visible, much-anticipated document produced by serious, mature students) and due to the limited number of openings for new staff members, it is required for anyone interested in joining the staff to apply for a position. 


Please fill out this information and submit with the items listed below:

Name: _______________________________________________

Current School: ________________________________________

Current GPA: ___________________________

E-mail address: ______________________________________________

LETTER 
Please type an application letter indicating your seriousness about working with school publications. Please address your letter to Mrs. Connolly, and answer the following questions:
· Why do you want to join the yearbook staff?
· What do you feel you have to offer that would make you a valuable member of the yearbook or newspaper staff? (Consider classes you have taken, like photography or journalism; consider knowledge and skills you have, like writing, computers, or previous publications experience; consider intangibles, like dedication or enthusiasm - brag a bit!)
· Please comment on your ability to do the following things: 
· Meet a deadline 
· Take constructive criticism 
· Work as part of a team 
· Work independently
You may rate yourself, give specific examples, or do whatever is necessary to convince me that YOU need to be on the yearbook staff!


WRITING SAMPLE
Please submit a recent WRITING SAMPLE from an English class. We want to see your writing ability and your creativity in your writing.

FACULTY RECOMMENDATIONS
You will also need to have your English teacher and another teacher of your choice complete the attached faculty recommendations. The faculty recommendation can be returned to you in a sealed envelope, or they can be mailed to Mrs. Connolly. 


Please mail this form, your application letter, your writing sample, and your faculty recommendations (if they were returned to you) by Friday, February 25. 

Mail to:
Kristen Connolly
Nautilus Adviser
Libertyville High School 
708 West Park Ave.
Libertyville, IL 60048  



Nautilus (the LHS yearbook)
Please consider this general information about the course before applying!  
We want you to know what you are signing up for!

Nautilus is:
1. A student-produced, permanent record that reflects the best memories of LHS in a given year.

2. Representative of the LHS experience in striving for academic and extra-curricular excellence: focus will be on students, staff, classes, academics, sports, clubs, and events.

3. A publication demanding journalistic integrity and excellence, as well as one that demonstrates objectivity and fairness, and strives to offend none, be error free, excite, inform, and entertain.


Expectations of staff members:
1. Be aware of the impact, importance, and permanence of the yearbook.

2. Adhere to strict deadlines.

3. Learn and use the skills any good journalist needs to know and use.

4. Work on yearbook matters outside of class (to do things like take pictures, work on the computers, interview people).

5. Work cooperatively with other members of the staff.

6. Strive for integrity and accuracy in all areas of reporting.

7. Master the following journalistic skills necessary for creating quality layouts:

a. Gathering information by interviewing, researching, and reporting.
b. Writing body copy, captions, and headlines.
c. Scheduling, taking, selecting, sizing, and arranging photographs.
d. Using Herff Jones eDesign publishing software.

Grading is based upon:
1. meeting deadlines
2. adhering to specific criteria for each layout
3. participation and cooperation 

Skills and traits that will help you succeed in the class:
1. teamwork
2. time-management
3. attention to detail
4. dedication
5. responsibility
Nautilus 2011-2012

FACULTY RECOMMENDATION FORM

Yearbook Applicant's Name: _______________________________

Teacher Completing Recommendation: ___________________________

This student is applying to be a member of the Nautilus publications staff.  

“Nautilus is a highly visible, paid for, student produced, much anticipated document produced by serious, mature students. Students earn their grade by creating layouts, conducting interviews, selecting photos, using software, writing stories and captions, and meeting deadlines.”          (Course Curriculum Guide)

Please complete this form and return it to the student in a sealed envelope. Your prompt and candid response is greatly appreciated. Your responses will be kept confidential. If you would prefer, you can mail your response to the following:
Kristen Connolly
Libertyville High School
708 West Park Ave.
Libertyville, IL 60048

Thank you very much for your help.

Kristen Connolly, Nautilus adviser
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4=highest rating

4	3	2	1	Attentiveness to completing assignments on time

4	3	2	2	Work effort (completeness, pride in work)

4	3	2	1	Ability to get along with peers

4	3	2	1	General cooperativeness/attitude

4	3	2	1	Writing ability

4	3	2	1	Sense of responsibility in general

4	3	2	1	How well do you know this student?

Comments or observations (use back if necessary):
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FACULTY RECOMMENDATION FORM

Yearbook Applicant's Name: _______________________________

Teacher Completing Recommendation: ___________________________

This student is applying to be a member of the Nautilus publications staff at Libertyville High School.  

“Nautilus is a highly visible, paid for, student produced, much anticipated document produced by serious, mature students. Students earn their grade by creating layouts, conducting interviews, selecting photos, using software, writing stories and captions, and meeting deadlines.”          (Course Curriculum Guide)

Please complete this form and return it to the student in a sealed envelope. Your prompt and candid response is greatly appreciated. Your responses will be kept confidential. If you would prefer, you can mail your response to the following:
Kristen Connolly
Libertyville High School
708 West Park Ave.
Libertyville, IL 60048

Thank you very much for your help.

Kristen Connolly, Nautilus adviser
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4=highest rating

4	3	2	1	Attentiveness to completing assignments on time

4	3	2	2	Work effort (completeness, pride in work)

4	3	2	1	Ability to get along with peers

4	3	2	1	General cooperativeness/attitude

4	3	2	1	Writing ability

4	3	2	1	Sense of responsibility in general

4	3	2	1	How well do you know this student?

Comments or observations (use back if necessary):


