2010 – 2011 Orchesis

Informational Meeting Agenda

What is Orchesis?

· Audition-based student dance company

· Weekly rehearsals leading to performance

· Members learn choreography by faculty, guest choreographer and fellow students

· Members have a chance to choreograph their own dances

· Formal performance in auditorium with lights and costumes

· All styles of dance are welcome

Audition Process:

· Clinics will be held Tuesday and Wednesday, November 16th and 17th from 3:00 to 5:30. Those interested must attend at least one clinic day, but you may choose to attend both.
· Clinics will teach the combination to be performed at auditions.
· While at clinic, those auditioning must see Ms. Torrence to make an appointment.
· The Audition will take place on Thursday, November 18th in the Auditorium by appointment.
· The Audition will consist of a combination taught at the clinic as well as an improvisation component.
· Please wear appropriate dance attire (solid colored, form-fitting clothing, leotards, and leggings, proper dance footwear, etc.) and have hair pulled back for the clinics and auditions.  

· Audition results will be posted on Friday, November 19th in the Fine Arts office, Orchesis board (in front of cafeteria), Mrs. Brown’s PE office, and Room 253.

Dancers Selected for Orchesis Will:

· Have experience with at least one of the following techniques – ballet, jazz or modern
· Have the versatility to adapt to different styles

· Show an eagerness to learn new dance moves and a love for dance when performing
· Be able to work well with others

· Exhibit creativity in their improvisation audition

Important Dates:
· First day Orchesis will meet is November 22nd. 
· Orchesis will rehearse every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday in which school is in session.

· Performances will be Thursday and Friday March 10th and 11th at 7:30 pm in the Auditorium.
· All dancers must be available for rehearsals every day in the last two weeks before the show.  
· Guest Artist – those interested in performing in the Guest Artist’s piece will be required to attend weekend rehearsals TBA.
· All Orchesis dancers are encouraged to attend the Illinois High School Dance Festival in early May.  In this festival, participating Orchesis members will attend dance workshops and performances by Illinois high school dance companies.  LHS Orchesis may submit up to two student choreographed dances to be considered for this performance.  Auditions for this performance will be in February.  In order for a student choreographer’s dance to be eligible, their dance must be completed and costumed by the second week of February. 
Those Interested in Choreography:

· Choreographer’s presentation will be on November 23rd.
· Those interested in choreographing will show a movement sample from your dance (30 seconds minimum) and describe your dance’s theme to the Company.  Choreographers without a sample to demonstrate or music to play will not be considered for the concert.  
· Student choreography rehearsals will start on the week of November 29th. Therefore, you must be ready to start teaching your dance at this week.
· Orchesis directors reserve the right to limit the amount of dances accepted for the show.  Therefore, please make sure your ideas are original and creative and be prepared for your presentation!!!

Please contact Mrs. Brown or Ms. Torrence if you have any other questions or concerns,
Best of luck at the audition!

